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M A R I N E  P R O T E C T E D  A R E A S

 272 727

� �1 - FULLY PROTECTED RESERVE (NO GO)
The public and all domestic animals are strictly  
prohibited from entering all year round.

 �2 - FULLY PROTECTED SEASONAL  
RESERVE (NO GO)

Restricted access for the public and domestic 
animals during the seabird breeding season, e.g. 
whenever there are roseate terns on Goeland Island.

 �3 - HIGHLY PROTECTED RESERVE (NO TAKE)
Open to the public all year round, but subject to 
stringent regulations, i.e. fires using the reserve’s 
deadwood, plant picking, fishing or coral damage, etc. 
are prohibited. Even though Maitre, Canard, Amedee, 
Casy and Tenia Islands plus Kuendu Point have holiday 
accommodation, they are also protected. The same 
rules apply there.

 �4 - HIGHLY PROTECTED SEASONAL 
RESERVE (NO TAKE)

Open to the public all year round, but fishing and 
catching marine animals is prohibited during certain 
species’ breeding seasons, i.e. from 1 Oct to 1 Mar 
for Dumbea Channel and 1 Sep to 31 Dec for Grand 

Port, Prony.

5 - TEMPORARY BAN  
TO PROTECT LAGOON BIRDS
The public and domestic animals may not go 
ashore when a yellow mast on the island is flying 
a red flag during the seabird nesting season.

MARINE PROTECTED AREA 
CO-ORDINATES ARE AVAILABLE 

FROM province-sud.nc 
DO NOT USE FOR NAVIGATION PURPOSES

SOUTHERN PROVINCE 
PROTECTED AREA
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No front…

… or rear approach

CAUTIOUS 
ZONE

300 m 
to 100 m

Slow

100 m zone

CAUTIOUS 
ZONE

vessels only 
around 

a whale pod

4
No approaching 

or waiting

Rules  
for approaching
Vessels
Approach slowly

Duration
• �Don’t stay longer than an hour per vessel and whale pod
• �Don’t stay longer than 30 minutes near a pod containing  

a mother and calf

Cautious zone and approach distance: 
• Cautious zone: 300-metre radius around a whale
• Minimum whale approach distance: 100 metres

/baleines

 WHALES

Offenders are liable to an XPF 3,500,000 fine and imprisonment (Southern Province Environmental Code).  
Department of the Environment rangers are authorised to carry out checks at all times.  
Refusal to undergo inspection is an offence.

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

Prohibited all year round: • roe lobster including slipper and Spanish lobster + lobsters with heads under 7.5 cm
• more than 2 clams per vessel and trip
• trochus under 9 cm and over 12 cm diameter

Prohibited all year round:  soft-shell crab + crabs under 14 cm
No fishing 

or sales
No fishing 

or sales

Fishing and sales (1 September to 30 April) Fishing and sales (1 September to 30 April)  

Strictly prohibited:
fishing, removing eggs, injuring, destroying, eating, catching, deliberately disturbing, holding, transporting, selling or purchasing

Harvesting live coral is strictly prohibited

Closed from 1 September to 31 December

MARINE SPECIES

Lobster, slipper lobster, 
Spanish lobster, Giant clam
Trochus

Mud crab

Rock or mangrove oysters

Rabbitfish

Protected species: turtles, dugongs, 
cetaceans, humphead wrasse, 
giant tritons, volute shells, horned 
helmets, seabirds, sharks and 
New Caledonian sea kraits 

Coral

SEASONAL MARINE 
PROTECTED AREAS

Goeland Island 
highly protected reserve

Dumbea Channel 
highly protected reserve

Grand Port 
highly protected reserve

Closed Closed

No fishing No fishing

Fishing and sales
(1 September to 31 January) Fishing and sales (1 September to 31 January)

Open

Open

Open

CALENDRIER DES PÊCHES
ET DES AIRES MARINES PROTÉGÉES

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Prohibited all year round: oysters under 6 cm 
+ night harvesting. Max 10 doz. per vessel and trip

Prohibited all year round: golden-lined spinefoot under 20 cm fork-length

FISHING OPEN SEASONS
AND MARINE PROTECTED AREA OPENING DATES

It is prohibited to approach bird colonies within a 40-m radius and 
turtles within a 10-meter radius.

 REPRODUCTION 

 LAGOON BIRDSCode de l’Environnement disponible
en téléchargement sur :

SEABIRDS

WHALES

TURTLES

GROUPER

NEW 
CALEDONIAN 
KRAITS

yellow/blue

jan  feb  mar  apr  may  jun  jul  aug  sep oct nov dec

NESTING

NESTING

BREEDING

HATCHING

NESTING NESTING

BREEDING BREEDING

Il est interdit de s’approcher des colonies d’oiseaux
à moins de 40 mètres et de tortues à moins de 10 mètres.

CALENDRIER
NIDIFICATION

Fairy terns / Osprey

QUOTAS: a limit of 40 kg of fish, shellfish, crustaceans 
and molluscs, etc. per vessel or shore fisher per day, 
except for pelagic species regardless of fishing method.  
Shell weight is included in the quota, except for clam 
shells.  Compliance with this quota is mandatory at all 
times, regardless of the time spent at sea.

Spanish mackerel are not considered pelagic and are 
subject to the 40-kg daily quota. Nets must account 
for 50 % of fish weight and carry an identification tag.  
Lobster tails, including for slipper and Spanish lobster, 
must be partly cut.

 �RECREATIONAL   
FISHING

AUTHORISED GEAR
Lines with hooks, one longline (max 30 hooks), 
harpoons, fish gigs, spears and spear-guns.

Two marked and numbered fish pots (mini-
mum 65-mm mesh), cast-nets and one 
buoyed, marked net less than 50 m long with 
a 45-mm drop.

PROHIBITED GEAR
Spear-fishing at night or with scuba-diving 
gear is prohibited.

Nets more than 50 m long may not be used, 
except for cast-nets in estuaries.  Fixed gill-
nets are prohibited in inlets, bays and around 
small islands, etc.

Explosives, crowbars, shovels, picks, fixed 
fishing gear (e.g. shark lines), poison (e.g. 
“octopus ink” and chlorine, etc.) and firearms.

Tall yellow masts flying red flags have been set up on all the 
highly sensitive offshore islands to warn you that seabirds 
are nesting throughout each of them. 
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Ci-contre, les 19 îlots concernés  
par le dispositif annuel de 

protection des oiseaux marins :

Afin de protéger les oiseaux marins, 
lorsque le mât à pavillon rouge est 
dressé, tout débarquement  
sur l’îlot concerné est interdit.  
Le non-respect de ce signal 
pourra entraîner une sanction 
pour perturbation intentionnelle 
d’espèces protégées, soit une 
amende de 90 000 F (art.240-9 
du code de l’Environnement de la 
province Sud).

LA STERNE NÉRÉIS 
est la plus petite de la famille des sternes 
(20 cm), mais aussi l’oiseau marin le plus 
menacé dont seulement 100 couples 
subsistent en Nouvelle-Calédonie.

DESCRIPTION DE QUELQUES ESPÈCES

LOCALISER LES ÎLOTS

LE FOU BRUN
ne pond que 2 œufs par 
an, dont  1 seul arrive 
généralement à terme.  
Cet oiseau ne revient nicher 
dans la Corne Sud que 
depuis peu.

LA STERNE  
DE DOUGALL 
2 000 sternes viennent nicher 
sur les îlots de la Corne Sud,  
sur une population mondiale  
de 50 000 couples.

Pour vérifier l’accessibilité des îlots avant  
de mettre le cap sur le Grand Lagon Sud,  

connectez-vous sur le site de la province Sud : 

province-sud.nc/oiseauxdulagon

MISES À JOUR & CONTACT

RÉGLEMENTATION 

PROVINCE SUD
DIRECTION DE L’ENVIRONNEMENT
6, route des Artifices 
Baie de la Moselle - Nouméa
Tél. 20 34 00 - Fax 20 30 06  
denv.contact@province-sud.nc
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